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melanoblasts, with which they are in many places in demonstrable contact. 
In many nrevi, giant cells are present without the growth showing other evi¬ 
dences of excessive proliferation or inflammation. These giant cells are dis¬ 
tinguished from the other navus cells not only by their site, but chiefly 
through the deep staining of their nuclei and the presence of a basophile 
granular substance in their protoplasm. Tho latter peculiarity Is not found 
In all, but In many of the giant cells. Processes from the melanoblasts 
penetrato between the epidermis cells, partly coalescing with them. These 
cells lie partly between the cells of the epidermis, partly In the boundary 
between the epidermis and the corium, partly between the nrevus cells, and 
partly arranged around the vessel in the deep layers of the cutis. With 
regard to pigmentation, the ncsvus cells behave Just as the epithelial cells. 
All the pigment demonstrable in the movus is found in cells (epithelial, 
nsevus, giant, and melanoblasts). The histological picture presented by pig¬ 
mented, soft navi spealcs categorically for the correctness of Ehrmann's 
pigment theory. 

Botrjromycosis in Man.— Bouin {Annalc* de Dermatologic el de 6'yphlli- 
graphic, 1902, No. 4) reports two cases of this curious affection which he has 
studied histologically and bacteriologically. The first case was observed in 
a woman, twenty-seven years old. The disease began aa a small nodule 
upon the posterior surface of the right thumb at its base. For a month the 
little tumor remained stationary, then It began to grow rapidly and ulcerate. 
At Its acme the growth was the site of a hatelnut, rounded and covered with 
small fissures. At its base there was a deep circular furrow, at the bottom 
of which was a smooth, short, rounded pedicle by which the tumor was 
attached to the slln. The tumor was excised with the scissors and a com¬ 
plete cure followed in a few days, The second case also occurred in a 
woman, and was precisely like the first, except that the tumor was situated 
upon the palmar surface of the first phalanx of the middle finger of the 
right hand. Histological examination of the tumors showed that they were 
composed of young connective tissue extremely rich in vessels running in 
all directions, having very slender walls, often consisting only of the endo¬ 
thelial layer. In the external parts of the tumor there were marked evi¬ 
dences of inflammation. Search for the mulberry-like masses supposed to 
be due to the parasite named botryomyces—the so-called castration fungus 
of the horse—was completely negative; nothing but an ordinary coccus tak¬ 
ing the Oram stain was found, As the result of his study of these cases the 
author concludes that the micro-organism described under the name botryo- 
coccus, and which is claimed by Poncet, Dor, and Spick to be the cause of a 
peculiar neoplasm in man, is not a specific organism, but is identical with 
the yellow staphylococcus; and thebotryomycoccio nooplasmata are only 
fleshy granulation tissue produced under the influence of the staphylococcus 
aureus. 

Atoxyl, a New Amnio Preparation, and Its Employment in Diseases 
of the Bkln — Sen in d {Dermaiologitche ZeiUchr\ft, April, 1902) reports his 
experience with atoxyl (meta-arsenacldanilld) in the treatment of various 
diseases of the skin in which arsenic haa been found more or less useful. 
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This aew arsenical preparation Is a white, odorless powder with a weak 
saline taste, soluble in warm water up to 20 per cent., and contains 87.69 per 
cent, of arsenic. A series of chronte diseases of the skin, such as alopecia 
areata, dermatitis herpetiformis, sarcoma of the skin, dermatitis exfoliativa 
chronica, xanthoma diabeticorum, psoriasis, lichen ruber, were given hypo¬ 
dermic injections of a 20 per cent, solution of the drug, the dose varying 
from 0.04 to 0.2. In alopecia areata and dermatitis exfoliativa no result was 
obtained; but in a case of dermatitis herpetiformis a cure was followed in a 
remarkably short time. In a case of xanthoma diabeticorum Improvement 
was noted after the fourth Injection and complete disappearance of the erup* 
tlon after the twenty-second. In three cases of psoriasis improvement was 
clearly apparent after five or six injections, but a complete cure was not 
obtained in any of the cases. Of fourteen cases of lichen ruber treated in 
this manner, nine were, at the lime of writing, completely cured, and the 
remaining five were rapidly Improving. In about 1600 Injections no Irrita¬ 
tion or Infiltration worth mentioning was observed. The author Is of the 
opinion that atoxyl represents a decided advance In arsenic therapy, 


PATHOLOGY AND BACTERIOLOGY, 


UNDER THE CHARGE OP 

SIMON FLEXNER, M.D., 
rsorsAsoR or pathoi/wy, univimitt op Pennsylvania. 

ASSISTED BY 

WARFIELD T. LONGCOPE, M.D., 

resident patholooiit, Pennsylvania hospital, 

AND 

F. P. (JAY, M.D., 

assistant demonstrator or patholooy, university or Pennsylvania, 

On the Multiplicity of Amboceptors and Complements in Hsemolysis, 
—II. Wendelstadt (Ocntralblalt/, BctiUriolog, u. Paratifenkunde, 1902, No. 
10, Rand xxxl., p. 469), working on the tines suggested by Ehrlich and 
Morgenroth, again demonstrates the multiplicity of tho amboceptors in 
haomolysis. A goat was immunised against the red blood corpuscles of oxen, 
pigs, and sheep. After the serum of the goat had developed strong hremo* 
lytic properties for red blood colls of the other three animals their red cells 
wore added in turn to the goat's serum, and the mixture kept on ice. By 
this means the Intermediary body (amboceptor) for each kind of red cell 

was bound to that cell, and the remaining serum was still heemoly tic for 
the other two varieties of red blood corpuscles. For tho separation of the 
speciflo complements two methods wore used: First, by heating the goat's 
serum to 49,6° G. from twelve to fifteen minutes It was rendered inactive 
for both oxen’s and sheep’s blood, but readily luemolyzed pig's red 
corpuscles. Tho second method consisted in adding diluto hydrochloric 



